have been remarkably consistent. 5 The similarity is noted in the reports of such inquiries which often position themselves in relation to preceding inquiries in other jurisdictions, using earlier reports to validate their own findings and structure their recommendations. The proliferation of such inquiries has given rise to a new area of research both within and beyond the field of transitional justice. While much of this research is local in its emphasis, more recently scholars have begun to develop comparative analyses, an endeavor of which this article is a part. 6 The submissions and testimonies analyzed in this article come from inquiries that took place in Britain and its former colonies. 7 The legacy which they shared provides a strong basis for comparison. Their common legal and social systems shaped the type of provision they made for children in need of out-of-home care, which was often outsourced to religious organizations,
In turn these religious organizations crossed national boundaries with many Roman Catholic religious orders and some Protestant denominations, for example, being key providers in multiple locations, bringing with them similar disciplinary and management practices. It was the failure of such practices that allowed peer-on-peer abuse to emerge and, in some situations, to thrive. 7 For these inquiries the submissions and testimony is publicly available in English which is not the case for the other inquiries in which only the executive summaries of final reports are generally translated.
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The Australian Royal Commission follows the practice established in these inquiries and the other truth commissions to which they are related of creating a special status for victim/survivors as a way of giving voice to experiences previously excluded from public narratives in order to produce 'narratives and explanations that unsettle the existing accounts of the past.' 8 However, the reification of the victim within this new scenario makes it difficult for those who suffered abuse but also engaged in behavior that might be classified as abusive, to find a space to speak. Given that sexual and physical violence were endemic in many institutional settings, there are many care leavers 9 who identify as victims who fell, willingly or more often unwillingly, into this category. The transitional justice literature has been criticised for failing to address the 'critical dynamics that divide, rather than unite, the victim landscape.' 10 As
Chris Healy and Maria Tumarkin have argued, a 'politics of forgetting' prevails amongst those who derive 'both identity and considerable power from their sense of a shared traumatic past.'
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This paper enters into that contested discursive space with the aim of disarming rather than promoting the condemnation which such victims fear. Through an analysis of testimony presented to recent historical abuse inquiries in Australia, Canada, Ireland and the United Kingdom, it identifies the ways in which acknowledgement that victims can also be perpetrators has been inserted into the emerging narratives at both the official and the individual level. 
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shows how the small number of victim/perpetrators who do speak seek to maintain their position in the survivor group by constructing their behavior as normative and, at times, heroic. It also argues for the importance of understanding rather than questioning such justifications if the already fragile survivor groups are not to be further weakened as they move the focus of their campaigns from inquiry to reparation.
The concept of the complex victim
The trials that arose in the aftermath of the Holocaust struggled with the problem of how to classify the victim/perpetrator. Orna Ben-Naftali and Yogev Tuval have argued that the new state of Israel constructed an identity which allowed for heroes (who resisted) and victims (who died) but left suspect the vast majority who fitted into neither of these categories. 12 The trials of survivors who had worked for the Nazis within the camps created a space in which testimonies from the 'grey zone' between the two ideals could be heard, but the process proved to be so uncomfortable that the evidence has been 'expunged from the national and legal memory,' which the authors describe as an opportunity lost. 13 Within the contemporary transitional justice literature the existence of such dual identities is usually highlighted in relation to child soldiers, undoubtedly perpetrators but also recognized as victims. 14 This paper argues that there is a case for survivors of historical institutional abuse to be understood, and understand themselves, in a similar way.
The most effective tool for examining the situation of the victim/perpetrator comes from provided a detailed description of the domination/submission culture that prevailed amongst the residents, ending with the explanation that some of the most dominant boys 'had been quite involved in boy prostitution in the city,' the implication being that his audience would understand that this disqualified them from full victim status. 25 The Reverend Mother in charge of a girls' home at Kilkenny in the 1950s adopted a similar stance, explaining the sexual activity amongst the girls in terms of their innate depravity, depicting them as too knowing to be pure, yet ignoring the sexual abuse to which they had been subjected by a male staff member prior to the event. 
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Finding a Space to Speak
One of the functions of institutional abuse inquiries is to provide a way of acknowledging and remembering experiences previously hidden from the public gaze. Like the other public forms of remembrance studied by Ann Rigney, they 'are as much about shaping the future as about recollecting the past.' 47 In constructing a collective memory for the future, they tend to avoid the notion of victim/perpetrators, maintaining a 'public silence' about their existence. The quotations used to support the key arguments of this paper were often little more than asides in that much larger narrative. However, in comparing such asides across a range of witnesses in different jurisdictions several common themes emerged. By identifying such themes the article seeks to expand the collective memory that underpins the emerging victim identity in order to render it more stable and complete.
Three key strategies emerge from the limited victim/perpetrator testimony that is available. Two of these strategies parallel the explanations offered for the prevalence of abuse in the institutions, while the third builds upon them in a way which gives more agency to the individuals involved. The first strategy represents the perpetrator's behavior as normative in environments which were inherently abusive. 51 However, it focuses on the structure of the institution rather than the individual characteristics of the residents as the central cause. Hector
Davis, a contented former resident of Melbourne's Burwood Boys' Home does not identify as a victim. Rather, he argues, 'harsh physical treatment and minor sexual problems between the boys' were a part of institutional life which have only later come to be understood as abusive.
52
More commonly, witnesses accept the later redefinition but argue that they did not see the behavior as abusive at the time. 'It is probably a bit embarrassing,' a CICA witness began, but to be honest with you I was actually involved in that myself. It was just sort of playing around basically it was very common in Artane ... 99% of the time it would be a case of just two boys messing about. 58 CICA, supra n 25 @ 663. The 'hag' system involved a relationship in which an older resident provided protection for a younger resident in return for services. 59 Forgotten Australians Submissions, supra n 33 @ Submission 321.
60 CICA, supra n 26 @ 178.
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The complicity of staff in condoning abuse offers a second means by which those who confess to having been perpetrators seek to regain their status as victims. By fighting back, some claim, they were able to ensure their own safety or that of their group. 78 Canadian Louise Large positioned herself as 'the leader of the pack' at her residential school.
She readily confesses to being willing to 'beat anybody' in defence of her gang, ensuring that they were left alone. 79 A Northern Ireland survivor positioned his violence as a means of compelling 'the bullies' to leave the younger children alone. 80 Even those who identify as bullies use this explanation to justify their actions, describing themselves as protecting residents from abusers rather than being abusers themselves. 81 Through this process the perpetrator label can be replaced by that of the hero, repositioning the individual as a savior rather than a threat to fellow residents. Whether the behavior was seen by other residents in that way at the time is a question not asked in current inquiries.
Given the focus of recent inquiries on survivor testimonies, neither the hearings nor the final reports contest such justifications. Even within the legalistic context of a Royal Commission the Australian example, the practice has generally been not to subject them to crossexamination. In its issues paper drawing on the contested research which highlighted child-onchild abuse, the Royal Commission acknowledges the experiences recounted in both private and public hearings of what it chooses to describe as 'sexually harmful behaviors' but focuses firmly on the present and the future. Yet, while the key explanations the issues paper identifies are structural, much of the discussion that follows focuses on the individual, locating the causes of such behaviors in the past experiences of the children, and seeking to identify therapeutic interventions that could eliminate the risk that they pose to other children. 82 Analysis of the structural factors is collapsed in this report into a broader discussion of the risks faced from staff and external abusers in which the children are not considered to be complicit. While the issues paper acknowledges that the problem of peer abuse is not new, its relevance to the discussions of historical abuse is studiously avoided.
Implications for reparation processes
As the focus of survivor activism moves from investigation to compensation, the silence surrounding the complex victim has the potential to become damaging. The implication that the 'sexually harmful behaviors' apparent in the current context could also have been present in the past makes it inevitable that the claims of victim/perpetrators to victim status will again be open to question. However, the consonance, identified in this paper, between explanations as to the structural reasons for endemic abuse and the self-constructions of the small number of witnesses who talk about being abusers themselves has the potential to provide the means by which the definition of the victim can be expanded to include those whose situation is more complex. In effect they are constructing their perpetration as a result of their victimization, repositioning themselves within the category of victim even when they see their perpetrator activities as giving them some sense of agency in an otherwise impossible situation
The reports of historical abuse, and the publicity which surrounds them, quite rightly focus on the failings of those who were charged with protecting the children in their care.
However, as the lessons from other fields of transitional justice make clear, this consensus can prove difficult to maintain when the discussion moves on from disclosing the harms to deciding on reparations. 83 In the face of scarce resources, and rationed offerings, standards of proof are higher and more legalistic, demanding that applicants prove rather than simply assert their innocence. 84 Care leaver support groups which, in the past, played such a vital role in constructing the collective memory of abuse that inquiries have subsequently validated are at risk of splintering around competing claims to victim status unless that collective memory can be expanded to both acknowledge and include the more complex victims. While several such groups have reacted angrily to the Australian Government's decision to exclude anyone convicted of sexual abuse, drug, fraud or homicide offences from its proposed redress scheme, the assumption underlying their objection is that such offences were the result of their care experiences. 85 To date they have been silent on those whose 'offending' began during their time 83 Luke Moffett, 'Navigating Complex Identities of Victim-Perpetrators in Reparation
